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has far more seeds of evolution within it than is generally recognized.
If your spiritual gospel informed the people, it would rapidly and
easily evolve. My object is not to elicit any opinion from you about
the constitutional-problem, but an answer to the larger question
set forth in the early part of the letter."
Thus writes Lord Lothian. The letter was received
early in January, but urgent matters prevented my dealing
earlier with the important question raised in it.
I have purposely refrained from dealing with the
nature of government in a society based deliberately on
non-violence. All society is held together by non-violence,
even as the earth is held in her position by gravitation.
But when the law of gravitation was discovered the dis-
covery yielded results of which our ancestors had no know-
ledge. Even so when society is deliberately constructed in
accordance vfrith the law of non-violence, its structure
will be different in material particulars from what it is today.
But I cannot say in advance what the government based
wholly on non-violence will be like.
What is happening today is disregard of the law of
non-violence and enthronement of violence as if it were
an eternal law. The democracies, therefore, that we see
at work in England, America and France are only so-
called, because they are no less based on violence than
Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy or even Soviet Russia. The
only difference is that the violence of the last three is much
better organized than that of the three democratic powers.
Nevertheless we see today a mad race for outdoing one *
another in the matter of armaments. And if, when the
clash comes, as it is bound to come one day, the democracies
win, they will do so only because they will have the backing
of their peoples who imagine that they have a voice in their
own government, whereas in the other three cases the peoples
might rebel against their own dictatorships.
Holding the view that without the recognition of
non-violence on a, national scale there is no such thing
as a constitutional or democratic government, I devote
my energy to the propagation of non-violence as the law
of our life—individual, social, political, national and
international. I fancy that I have seen the light, though

